
	

	

April 9, 2020 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
LEGISLATION SEEKS TO REQUIRE TRANSPARENCY DURING A STATE OF A 
PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY.   
 
(Hagåtña, Guam).  On Wednesday, Senator James C. Moylan introduced Bill 338-35, which 
mandates that the administration provide reports for actions associated with procurement, hiring, 
expenditures and seizing of properties associated with a State of a Public Health Emergency.  
Chapter 19 of Title 10 Guam Code Annotated, provides the governor of Guam unprecedented 
authority and “Emergency Health Powers”, which in many cases, bypasses several other local 
statutes.  The Chapter presently does not require the executive branch to provide reports or updates 
to the legislative branch, hence the public.  
 
“This is the first time the powers of this Chapter have been utilized, despite the mandate being in 
existence for almost two decades.  Basically we are all learning of the scope of authority placed 
within this statute, and while I agree that the Chief Executive should be provided the authority of 
making expeditious decisions during this pandemic, which in some cases should require little to 
no red tape, I also believe that in the nature of democracy, that there needs to be more transparency 
in the actions.”, stated Senator Moylan.   
 
Bill 338-35 requires that the administration provide a report to the Guam Legislature within ten 
days after any actions are pursued in association with procurement, expenditures, hiring or even if 
the government seized someone’s property during the declaration.  Likewise, for any actions 
pursued from the day that the declaration was signed, till the effective day of this Act, the 
administration would have up to seven days to provide an update to the legislative branch.  A 
cumulative report would also be required for submittal, thirty days after the termination of the 
declaration.   
 
“At the end of the day, the people deserve to know how their tax payer dollars were expended, 
whose properties or facilities were seized, and how procurement contracts were pursued.  It’s 
simply called transparency.”, added Senator Moylan.   
 
END OF STATEMENT 


