
	

	

APRIL 28, 2020 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
SENATOR MOYLAN WILL INTRODUCE A MEASURE TO HELP THOSE WHOSE 
JOBS WERE IMPACTED DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 
(Hagåtña, Guam).  With the rising concerns on when the federal Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance (PUA) monies will make its way to our island, and with many furloughed residents 
looking at ways to feed their families and address critical needs, Senator James C. Moylan will be 
filing legislation first thing on Wednesday morning to establish an Economic Support 
Program.  The Guidance which was provided by the Department of the Treasury for the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), stipulates that the relief funds 
provided to states and territories can be utilized for economic support for those suffering from 
employment or business interruptions due to COVID-19 related business closures.  Guam has 
received around $117 million from the Cares Act for relief efforts, hence the funds are available 
for usage to help those island residents affected by job losses due to the pandemic. 
 
The legislation being filed by Senator Moylan would provide eligible individuals a cash payment 
of $800 as part of a CARES Economic Support Program being established by the measure.  Up to 
$20,000,000 from the relief funds would be authorized for transfer into a special fund, and 
mechanisms are identified for qualifications, which primarily focuses on those who lost their jobs 
because of this pandemic.  The bill also provides the Governor the ability to establish rules and 
regulations, and language has been inserted to clarify that this support program is not an extended 
benefit and should not affect the PUA program.   
 
"We have sent multiple inquiries to the Governor over the weeks, asking for her support on 
proposals which we were establishing to help displaced individuals, including a measure that 
would duplicate how the War Claims was paid out earlier in the year, but have not heard back 
on any of our letters.", stated Senator Moylan.  "Since the start of this pandemic we have 
prioritized finding a way to assist those whose jobs have been impacted because of the crisis, 
and we were committed to doing something locally as an interim measure.  It's estimated to be 
weeks before any of the federal monies make it here, but these individuals need to feed their 
families now.", added Senator Moylan. 
 
With a Rules Committee meeting scheduled later this week, and a possible upcoming session, 
Senator Moylan intends on asking his colleagues to support the critical nature of the measure and 
allow it to be placed on the session agenda.  "We need to do something today, as our government 



	

has done absolutely nothing materially to help families in their time of need, and the only 
responses we are getting is to wait for the federal monies to arrive", Senator Moylan also added. 
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